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School of Sport and Education
Application for PhD Studentship

The School of Sport and Education is comprised of the Sport Sciences and Education subject areas which have consistently been rated highly in national league tables. This reflects a strong tradition in Sport and Education coupled with significant recent investment in state-of-the-art sports and laboratory facilities for research and teaching. The School offers a vibrant and dynamic environment in which to research and teach. There is a stimulating mix of young researchers working alongside more experienced colleagues.

Within Education we have one research centre: Brunel Able Children’s Centre and two research groups: Pedagogy, Policy and Professionalism and Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics.  As part of our vision for 2013 and beyond we are looking to continue development in these areas.  We have one full time PhD studentship available, beginning 1st October 2010. 

Pedagogy, Policy and Professionalism (PPP)

Professor Susan Capel, Dr Paula Zwozdiak-Myers and Mrs Gwen Ineson invite applications for a PhD studentship project entitled “Improving the Quality of Education through Improving Teacher Quality – reconceptualising teacher education”. Improving education systems is an elusive goal. Teacher quality has traditionally been identified as more important than financial investment in raising the attainment of young people. However recent research, such as the OECD TALIS project and those conducted by McKinsey, is challenging this view.  Those managing national education systems are being encouraged to review the quality and content of the education sector knowledge base and the training of teachers and teacher educators as they form key levers for change in the education systems. The research being taken forward through this project is focused on developing new models for teacher education building on Professor Capel’s work on forms of professional knowledge and Dr Zwozdiak-Myers’ framework of Reflective Practice for Professional Development.   For informal discussions regarding this project please contact Professor Susan Capel at susan.capel@brunel.ac.uk or Dr Paula Zwozdiak-Myers at paula.zwozdiak-myers@brunel.ac.uk.

Eligibility

Applicants must have a good first degree (upper second or first) in a Sport Sciences, Education or related discipline and preferably hold a relevant master's degree. 

A studentship of £12,980, plus full time home/EU tuition fees, for a maximum of three years is available to support the successful applicants.  The successful applicant is required to undertake 150 hours of teaching and learning-related activities per academic year. 

How to Apply

If you wish to apply for this PhD studentship, please e-mail the following to Julie Bradshaw, our Research Administrator, at julie.bradshaw@brunel.ac.uk by Noon on Friday 23rd July 2010:
1. A copy of your CV and information about the teaching-related activities you could support;
2. A one-page (A4 single-spaced) personal statement indicating why you would be suitable for the project of your choosing (if you wish to apply for more than one project then you will need to include a separate statement for each);

3. Names and contact details of three referees (two academic and one personal) who can support your application
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