UNIVERSITY OF EXETER

School of Education and Lifelong Learning  
Making Talk Work: Exploring the Teaching of Collaborative Talk, co-funded by British Telecommunications plc

Applications are invited for a PhD CASE Studentship funded by the ESRC and British Telecommunications plc  to investigate whether teaching strategies based on workplace collaborative contexts support the development of effective collaborative Talk.  This studentship is available from October 2009 and offers the opportunity to work on a collaborative project between the School of Education and BT.  The project will involve visiting BT and observing team-working and collaborative talk in the workplace, then working with English teachers to develop teaching materials which draw on these authentic contexts to support the teaching of collaborative talk.   Two classes of year 10 students (age 14-15) and their teachers will form the sample: the participant students and teachers, as key stakeholders in the process, will contribute their perspectives on the development of collaborative talk, will respond to initial data analysis and will reflect critically on the findings. The voices of both students and teachers will be an important element of the study.  The student will be supervised by Professor Debra Myhill in the School of Education at the University of Exeter, and Andrew Bailey from Dialogics (BT).
  
Main duties and responsibilities include:
· Undertaking research training through an MSC in Research Methods

· Conducting a literature review
· Working with teachers to design teaching materials
· Capturing video data of collaborative talk drawn from the project classrooms and students’ and teachers’ critical reflections on the teaching of collaborative talk
· Conducting interviews with students and teachers
· Qualitative data analysis 
· Writing academic and professional publications to disseminate the findings
· Presenting findings orally to academic and non-academic audiences
The successful student will be expected to spend a proportion of their time with British Telecommunications plc and Dialogics. 

Applicants should have good (first, upper second class, or equivalent) degree in English or a related subject.  Applicants, ideally, will know and understand the National Curriculum for English in the secondary phase and the requirements of GCSE English.   The successful candidate will be self-motivated, able to work independently, and will have excellent communication skills.

This four-year studentship covers tuition fees and a maintenance award of £15,290 for UK residents.  EU residents are eligible for fees only award. 

Informal enquiries may be addressed to Professor Debra Myhill (d.a.myhill@ex.ac.uk)


Applications, with a detailed CV, the names and addresses of two referees, and a covering letter explaining how your skills and experience fit the requirements, should be sent (preferably by email) to 
Jenny Andrews (Jenny.Andrews@ex.ac.uk)
School of Education and Lifelong Learning

Heavitree Rd
Exeter,  EX1 2LU

Closing date: 24 April 2009. 
Interview date: 8th May 2009. 
